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University of Adelaide Staff Club.  Congratulations and thanks are especially due to David Saint 
for all he did to organise the conference, and for those who helped him.  Thanks also to all of 
you who participated in the conference.  The updated Proceedings of the Conference with 
some included higher resolution photos are available for ASB Members as a down-loadable pdf 
on our ASB website.  In addition, there are also photos of the conference generally accessible 
from the ASB website. 

 

2.  Bob Robertson Medal.   
This award was established in 2002 to commemorate the 
enormous contribution that Sir Rutherford (Bob) Robertson 
made to biophysics, to the Society and to Australian science.  
Following the inaugural 2002 recipient of the award, 
Professor Hans Coster, the 2003 award went to Emeritus 
Professor Alex Hope of Flinders University of South 
Australia (On right in photo receiving the award from the 
ASB President).  Alex was a very worthy and appropriate 
recipient of the award for many reasons.  These included (1) 
his enormous contribution to biophysics in the application of 
physics, physical chemistry and maths to the understanding of biological processes, with work 
on plant membranes, ionic relations of plant cells and photosynthesis, with over 130 major 
publications, including Nature and Science, with 3 monographs and chapters in numerous other 
monographs; (2) his pivotal role in the foundation of the ASB and (3) his excellence in the 
teaching of biophysics, particularly at the postgraduate level.  It was also very appropriate that 
one of the monographs and a number of his early papers were with Bob Robertson.  He also 
gave a very interesting lecture covering the area of his research during his career.  
Congratulations again Alex on this well-deserved award.   

Thanks also to the Award Committee in 2003, who were Professor Christa Critchley, Professor 
Hans Coster, Professor Ray Norton and Dr Cyril Curtain.  

 

3.  Student Presentation Awards  
The two Student Presentation Awards were to Deepak Chhabra (Left; ASB P6; The 
University of Sydney) and Jocelyn Morrison (Right; ASB014; The 

University of Queensland), with 
honourable mention going to Jason 
Dang (ASB P4).  Once again all the 
student presenters should be 
congratulated on the quality of their 
work.  Thanks to David Saint and 
Boris Martinac who judged the Student 
Presentation Awards.  

 

4.  New ASB Council 
The 2003 AGM in Adelaide welcomed some new members to the ASB Council.  In particular on 
the Executive, Adelle Coster, who has been magnificently managing our website, also agreed to 
take over the position of Treasurer from Frances Separovic.  Thanks are especially due to 
Frances for the outstanding job which she has done as ASB Treasurer over the last two years, 
bringing our accounts and membership roll into excellent shape.  Although she is stepping down 
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as Treasurer, Frances has kindly agreed to continue as Public Officer for the ASB.  The new 
State Rep is Pierre Moens (NSW), with ACT and Tasmania still pending.  Many thanks to the 
retiring State Reps, Brett Hambly (NSW), Sergey Shabala (Tasmania) and Karin Ahrling 
(ACT) for their work for the Society over the last few years.  Full details of the new ASB 
Council todate are listed at the back of this newsletter. 

 

5.  Some Recent International Activities of ASB Members 
Boris Martinac was an invited speaker at two Gordon Research Conferences: 
"Mechanotransduction and Gravity Signalling" from July 20-25, 2003 at Connecticut College, 
New London, Connecticut, USA, and "Cellular Osmoregulation", August 10-15, 2003, at Roger 
Williams University, Bristol, Rhode Island, USA.  Frances Separovic was an invited lecturer to 
the 8th International Biophysics Summer School in Rovinj (Croatia) from 14-26 Sep, 2003 and 
we had 3 invited ASB speakers (Ray Norton, Frances Separovic and Serdar Kuyucak) at the 
Fourth East Asia Biophysics Symposium (EABS) which was held in Taipei, Taiwan from Nov 
3-6, 2003.   

 
6.  Workshop on Membrane Protein Structure 

 
This workshop is being held on Friday, February 6, 2004 in the Walter & Eliza Hall Institute 
for Medical Research, 1G Royal Parade, Parkville (Melbourne), Victoria.  This workshop will 
provide the opportunity to learn of the latest developments in a range of techniques relevant to 
membrane protein structures from both international and local experts.  We recommend that 
you register soon as numbers will be limited.  Please register via the Lorne Conference on 
Protein Structure & Function website: http://www.lorneproteins.org/  Registration fee will 
be $40 before Dec. 1, and if still available, $50 thereafter, and for students $25 before Dec. 1, 
and if still available, $30 thereafter. Enquiries: Ray Norton (ray.norton@wehi.edu.au or 
phone (03) 9903 9650) or visit http://www.wehi.edu.au/news/events/workshop_mps.html. 
 

7.  Flouro2004 Workshop 
This second workshop for 2004 will be held at the Marine Science Centre in the University of 
New England’s Coffs Harbour Campus from Sunday 19th - Thursday 23, September 2004, 
just before the ASB 2004 Meeting in Perth.  This is being organized by Pierre Moens, Brett 
Hambly and Cris dos Remedios, with the Local Organizer being Pierre Moens.  Website:  
http://www.une.edu.au/fluoro2004.  More details will be given in later newsletters. 
 

8. ASB 2004 

The 28th Annual ASB Conference will be held at the Hotel Esplanade in Fremantle, near 
Perth, WA, from 29th Sept – 2nd Oct in conjunction with the COMBIO 2004 meeting (website: 
http://www.asbmb.org.au; 26th to 30th September in Perth).  Boris Martinac, our Vice-
President (President-Elect), is the local conference organiser, with the remainder of the 
organising committee being Livia Hool and Jackie Wilce.  The organizing committee has chosen 
several meeting topics, which include mechanosensitive channels molecular interactions 
biological spectroscopy ion-channels and disease molecular structure and drug design etc. 
(please see the attached first ASB 2004 flyer, which will later be put on the ASB website).  
Other suggestions are welcome and should be sent to Boris 
(bmartinac@receptor.pharm.uwa.edu.au).  Several international and national speakers 
already accepted the invitation to speak at the conference.  The Committee hopes to have the 
preliminary program ready before the end of the year. 

http://www.lorneproteins.org/
mailto:ray.norton@wehi.edu.au
http://www.wehi.edu.au/news/events/workshop_mps.html
http://www.une.edu.au/fluoro2004
http://www.asbmb.org.au/
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9. Please periodically check our ASB Website (http://www.biophysics.org.au/) 
for any up-to-date news items  
In addition for ASB members, if you have any images from your work that could be included, 
please consult Adelle (A.Coster@unsw.edu.au). 
 
 
Meeting Reports & Other News 
ASB members, please keep me up-to-date with any other news.  Contributions are very welcome! 

1.  Science Meets Parliament Day – October 14-15, 2003 (“SmP 2003”).  This 
was a very worthwhile two days, with the first day spent in preparatory meetings and 
presentations and the second day in interviews with politicians and exploring the facilities of 
Parliament House.  There were a record number of scientists (with over 170 registered) and at 
least 3 ASB members present (Joe Wolfe, Megan O’Mara and I) with 152 Parliamentarians 
accepting an invitation to talk with scientists (usually in groups of 2 scientists to a 
Parliamentarian).  I must say that I was most encouraged by the good reception, support and 
interest in scientific and educational matters shown by the politicians.  A detailed report on the 
two days is also covered in the attached FASTS’ newsletter together with some fallout in an 
accompanying article by the new President of FASTS, Professor Snow Barlow.  

 

2. New ARC Centre for Nanostructured Electromaterials opened by the Minister 
for Science, Hon Peter McGauran on October 30 at the University of Wollongong, along 
with a National Centre of Excellence in Functional Foods and The Whole Room 
Calorimeter.  Congratulations to Professor Gordon Wallace and colleagues at the University 
of Wollongong, Monash University, the Bionic Ear Institute, the CSIRO, Massey University 
(NZ) and the University of Akron (USA) for their success in being awarded this new centre and 
we wish them every success in this venture. 
 

3.  IUPAB update  The next triennial International IUPAB Congress is in France, in 2005 
(see Item 5 in the following section).   
 
 
Other Upcoming Events 

2004 
1.  48th Annual Meeting of the Biophysical Society (USA) - Feb. 14-18, 2004 
The next (US) Biophysical Society meeting will be held in Baltimore, Maryland.  Further details 
are at www.biophysics.org.  Abstract Deadline past. 
 
2.  2004 AAPS National Biotechnology Conference - May 16-19, 2004  
in Boston Massachusetts.  Abstract deadline Feb 4.  Further information at 
www.aapspharmaceutica.com/nationalbiotech   
 

3.  International Conference on the Science and Technology of Synthetic 
Metals (ICSM 2004). From June 28 - July 2, 2004, at the University of Wollongong.  
Note:  Abstracts due: 30 Nov, 2003  and  cut-off for early registration: 29 Feb, 2004. 

http://www.biophysics.org.au/
mailto:A.Coster@unsw.edu.au
http://www.biophysics.org/
http://www.aapspharmaceutica.com/nationalbiotech
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Further details at  http://icsm2004.uow.edu.au .  Amongst the more than twenty invited Plenary 
and Keynote speakers will be at least 3 Nobel Laureates. A list of conference themes is on the 
website. Note the session on Biofunctional Materials.  They are particularly keen to promote 
awareness of this event amongst Australian researchers, particularly young researchers and 
students.  Local organiser: Daniela Ongarato (ongarato@uow.edu.au) ICSM 2004 Executive 
Officer, Intelligent Polymer Research Institute, University of Wollongong. 

Registration will be limited to 1000 scientists from Australia and worldwide (including several 
Nobel Laureates), discussing the latest developments in Synthetic Metals with world leaders in 
the field.  Synthetic Metals such as conducting polymers and carbon nanotubes are finding 
application in areas as diverse as artificial muscles, electronic noses, plastic solar cells, light 
emitting diodes, corrosion inhibition, biological and chemical sensors, electronic textiles and 
nerve cell communications.  The overall conference theme will be: Synthetic Metals: The role 
and impact of nanoscience and nanotechnologies.  See website (http://icsm2004.uow.edu.au) 
for more details.  
 
4.  The 5th International Conference in Biological Physics (ICBP2004) will be 
held from August 23-27, 2004.  This will be held at Chalmers University of Technology & 
Gothenburg University, Gothenburg, Sweden, and that the call for abstract is open until May 31, 
2004.  Registration & Reservation forms and other information can be found on the Conference 
Website: <http://fy.chalmers.se/icbp2004>.  The intended topics are divided in 11 subsessions: - 
Single molecule studies - Nanotechnology and surface science in biology - Biosensors and 
medical applications - Charge transfer in biomolecules, and photobiology - Structure and 
dynamics of biomolecules (Protein folding) - Dynamical models of DNA - Physics of 
subcellular structures - Modelling aspects of cell biology - Physics of the neural system - 
Evolution and origin of life - Complex systems in biological physics.  A satellite meeting on 
(physical aspects of) gene regulation, DNA-replication, and cell cycle control will take place 
August 20-21, 2004, at the conference venue. See further information at the Conference Web 
site.  The Scientific Secretary is Leif Matsson, Department of Applied Physics Chalmers 
University of Technology & Gothenburg University  SE-41296 Gothenburg, Sweden 
 
5.  Lipid Signalling in Physiology held from Sep 8-12, 2004 in Woods Hole, 
USA.  This will be the 58th Annual Meeting and Symposium of the Society of General 
Physiologists to be held at the Marine Biological Laboratory there. 
 
 

2005 
6.  XXXV IUPS 2005 Congress – “From Genomes to Functions” 
Advance notice of the 35th Congress of the International Union of Physiological Sciences 
(IUPS).  This will be held in San Diego, CA., March 31-April 5,  2005.   
Website: http://www.iups2005.org/index.htm. 
 

7.  IUPAB 2005 Congress. 
This will be held in Montpellier, France, on August 27 to September 1, 2005 as a joint 
meeting with EBSA (European Biophysical Societies Association).  Other information may be 
obtained from their website: http://www.iupab.org.   
 
 
Notices & Special Reports 
 

http://icsm2004.uow.edu.au/
mailto:ongarato@uow.edu.au
http://icsm2004.uow.edu.au/
http://fy.chalmers.se/icbp2004
http://iups.mcw.edu/
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National News 
 

FASTS (Federation of Australian Scientific and Technological Societies) 
 

The October FASTS Newsletter and an article by Professor Barlow are appended to the end of 
this ASB Newsletter 

 
As you will see from it, there are two major changes to their Committee, in that the new 
President will be Professor Snow Barlow, who will be taking over from Professor Chris Fell 
and the Executive Director, Mr Toss Gascoigne, will be leaving in January 2004 after 9 years 
in that position (see job advertisement below). 
 
 
Job Vacancies and Notices 
We have implemented a Jobs page on the ASB website, which, as indicated above, is being 
looked after very ably by Adelle Coster (A.Coster@unsw.edu.au).  Please send notices to her. 

Note a new position for a Research Officer or Research Technician position in Protein 
Structure and Function at the Walter and Eliza Hall Institute in Melbourne.  See ASB Website 
or contact Prof Ray Norton on Ray.Norton@wehi.edu.au or +61-3-9903 9650. 

The position of Executive Director of FASTS, to replace Toss Gascoigne, has just been 
advertised. A full position description is on our web site: www.fasts.org Applications close on 
Monday 8 December. 
 
 
 

Peter H Barry 

President, Australian Society for Biophysics 

November 20, 2003 
 

mailto:A.Coster@unsw.edu.au
mailto:Ray.Norton@wehi.edu.au
http://www.fasts.org/
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ASB Council 
 
Executive 
 

President (2003-4) Vice-President (President Elect) 
Peter Barry Boris Martinac   
School of Physiology and Pharmacology Department of Pharmacology   
The University of New South Wales QEII Medical Centre 
Sydney NSW 2052. The University of Western Australia 
Phone +61-2-9385 1101 Crawley, WA 6009. 
FAX   +61-2-9385 1099 Phone +61 8 9346 2986  
Email: P.Barry@unsw.edu.au FAX   +61 8 9346 3469 
  bmartinac@receptor.pharm.uwa.edu.au 
 
Secretary  Treasurer     
Cyril Curtain Adelle Coster 
School of Physics and Materials Engineering  Department of Applied Mathematics 
Monash University School of Mathematics 
Clayton VIC 3800. University of New South Wales 
Phone (03) 9397 2421 Sydney NSW 2052 
Email: ccurtain@unimelb.edu.au Phone (02) 9385 7048 
  Fax:    (02) 9385 7123 
  Email: A.Coster@unsw.edu.au 
 
Immediate Past President (co-opted to Executive) 
Ray Norton  
The Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical Research 
NMR Laboratory 
381 Royal Parade, Parkville 3052. 
Phone (03) 9903 9650 
FAX   (03) 9903 9655 
Email: rnorton@wehi.edu.au 
 
 
 
Also, 
ASB Public Officer 
Frances Separovic 
School of Chemistry 
University of Melbourne 
Melbourne  VIC  3010 
Phone (03) 8344 6464 
FAX   (03) 9347 5180 
Email: fs@unimelb.edu.au 

mailto:A.Coster@unsw.edu.au
mailto:rnorton@wehi.edu.au
mailto:fs@unimelb.edu.au
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State/Regional Representatives 
ACT NSW     
  Pierre Moens 
  School of Biological, Biomedical  
        and Molecular Sciences 
         Under negotiation The University of New England  
  Armidale, NSW 2351 
  Phone:  61-2-6773 3740 
  FAX:    61-2-6773 3267  
  Email: pmoens@pobox.une.edu.au 
   
 
NZ  Queensland 
Geoffrey Barnes Christa Critchley 
Institute of Fundamental Sciences Department of Botany 
Massey University The University of Queensland 4072 
Private Bag 11-222 Phone (07) 33653470 
Palmerston North FAX   (07) 33651699 
New Zealand mobile 0407 639394 
Phone +64 6 356 9099 Email: c.critchley@botany.uq.edu.au 
FAX   +64 6 350 5682 
Email: g.r.barnes@massey.ac.nz 
 
SA  Tasmania  
David Saint   
Physiology Department   
University of Adelaide           Under negotiation 
Adelaide, SA 5001.  
Phone (08) 8303 3931  
FAX (08) 8303 3356  
Email: david.saint@adelaide.edu.au  
 
Victoria  WA      
David Keizer  Jackie Wilce 
The Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical Depts of Chemistry and Biochemistry 
Research, School of Biomedical and Chemical 
NMR Laboratory, Sciences 
381 Royal Parade, Parkville 3052. The University of Western Australia 
Phone (03) 9903 9658 Crawley, WA 6009.  
FAX   (03) 9903 9655 Phone +61 8 9380 3337 
Email: dkeizer@wehi.edu.au FAX   +61 8 9380 1148 
  jwilce@declan.chem.uwa.edu.au 
 

mailto:g.r.barnes@massey.ac.nz
mailto:dkeizer@wehi.edu.au
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Scientists spent one day at the National Press Club to prepare for the meetings with parliamentarians. 
FASTS Executive Director Toss Gascoigne explained “Why we are here and what's going to happen.”  
Kieran McLeonard of ABC Radio then chaired a discussion by a panel of scientists on their experiences 
in meeting Parliamentarians. Andrew Nette, NTEU commented on making the most out of meetings with 
MPs. Dr Thomas Barlow, adviser to Dr Brendan Nelson, and Bradley Smith, former Democrat staffer, 
advised the scientists on communicating effectively with MPs. The FASTS web site contains a very 
useful review by Gemma Allman, see www.fast.org/Fsite/SmP/GemmasAdvice.doc, on how scientists 
should approach their meetings with Parliamentarians on SmP Day. Gemma is a senior member of 
Science Minister Peter McGauran's staff. 
 
Over lunch on Tuesday, a feisty debate occurred between Science Minister Peter McGauran and 
Shadow spokesperson Senator Kim Carr. A full transcript of the debate is available at 
www.fasts.org/Fsite/SmP/SciDebateTrans.doc 
 
Dr Ken Baldwin, Chair FASTS’ Policy Committee, and Dr David Denham, Vice-president FASTS, led 
discussion on  "The issues of the Day". Three topics are summarised below. For the full text, see 
www.fasts,org/Fsite/SmP/Issuesflyerweb.doc 
• In a competitive global economy driven by innovation, Australia’s competitors are moving forward at 

an accelerating rate. To stay in the race, we need to build on the success of Backing Australia's 
Ability. FASTS believes Australia needs to redouble its efforts in the public investment in research. 

• The level of Australian private sector R&D investment has historically under-performed by 
international standards.  Paradoxically, the incentives Government offers the private sector to invest 
in R&D are lower than in the past. FASTS supports the introduction of a tapered capital gains tax 
rate for investment in high technology companies, reduced annually in proportion to the length of 
time the asset is held. 

• FASTS maintains that excellence in university teaching and research is a public responsibility, and is 
essential to a modern economy.  Unless universities are adequately funded they won't support the 
development of science, technology and mathematics disciplines which are the enabling disciplines 
for a knowledge rich, innovative economy. 

 
Professor Snow Barlow then chaired a very stimulating discussion by CSIRO scientists Professor Mike 
Young and Dr John Williams of the Wentworth Group of Concerned Scientists  - how it came together 
and why it worked. Ian McPhedran, Bureau Chief of News Limited National Bureau, delivered informed 
comment on the effectiveness of the Wentworth Group. See www.clw.csiro.au/new/ for these 
publications by the Wentworth group:  

• “Blueprint for a National Water Plan”, July 2003  
• “A New Model for Landscape Conservation in NSW”, February 2003, and 
• “Blueprint for a Living Continent”, November 2002”, 

  
Professor Chris Fell, President of FASTS, delivered a final motivating speech to the participants, before 
they headed up to the Members’ Hall Parliament House for a Cocktail Reception hosted by Neil Andrew, 
Speaker of the House.  
 
The Speaker, the President of the 
Senate, the Minister for 
Education, Science and Training, 
Dr Brendan Nelson (shown 
chatting with scientists at right), 
and the Minister for Science, 
Peter McGauran, all spoke very 
enthusiastically of the positive 
impact of the SmP event on the 
members of both houses of the  
Parliament. Many MPs circulated 
among the visiting scientists and 
reviewed common interests. 

http://www.fast.org/Fsite/SmP/GemmasAdvice.doc
http://www.fasts.org/Fsite/SmP/SciDebateTrans.doc
http://www.fasts,org/Fsite/SmP/Issuesflyerweb.doc
http://www.clw.csiro.au/new/
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On Wednesday morning, a large group of early career scientists met young Parliamentarians Greg Hunt 
(Liberal) and Tanya Plibersek (Labor) over breakfast. 

Young scientists Kirsti Abbott, Jason Cummings, Matthew Sheehan  
and Nigel Andrew at Parliament House 

 
Appointments with MPs continued throughout the day. In addition there were several opportunities to 
hear the particular views of leading politicians. 
 
At 9.15 am, Jenny Macklin, Deputy-Leader of the Opposition, reviewed Labor’s response to the Nelson 
education reforms, and answered a wide range of questions. 
 
At morning tea, Science Minister Peter McGauran addressed all scientists, and launched the Academy 
of Science review of Earth Sciences in Australia. 
 
Professor Mike Young and Mr Dick Thompson presented a lunchtime seminar in the Parliament House 
Library on the topic “Water Reform: can theory be made to work?”, for the Council of Australian 
Government’s (CoAG’s) National Water Initiative. This seminar is available as an MP3 file at 
www.aph.gov.au/library/pubs/vis/ and can also be purchased as a CD or as an audio tape (contact 
dpl.publications@aph.gov.au).  
  
Many scientists took the opportunity during the day to meet Tony Brown, the head of the science section 
of the Parliamentary Library.  
 
Later, in the afternoon, Ken Baldwin collected feedback on SmP 2003 to assist planning for subsequent 
events. 
 
A dinner at Old Parliament House provided a further opportunity for scientists and Parliamentarians to 
mingle and exchange views. The dinner was addressed by John Wolpert, team leader of “the IBM 
Extreme Blue Innovation Lab” in Austin, and by Dr Graham McDonald from pharmaceutical company 
Merck, Sharp and Dohme, the U.K. subsidiary of Merck and Co. Inc.   
 

http://www.aph.gov.au/library/pubs/vis/
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2.  New President of FASTS 
 
Following the Annual General Meeting of FASTS, held on Thursday 16 October, Professor Snow Barlow  
began a two-year term as President of FASTS, succeeding Professor Chris Fell. 
 

Professor Barlow (pictured at left) is a plant scientist at the University of 
Melbourne, where he heads the School of Agriculture and Food Systems. 
He says Australia has been able to maintain an enviable growth rate in 
recent years, largely because of micro-economic reforms carried out by 
successive governments over the last 15 years. 
 
"But there is not much room to make further gains through efficiencies.  We 
have to look at different ways of maintaining growth. New growth will come 
from working smarter, not harder.  It means fostering innovation through 
increasing the national investment in science and research, and making 
more intelligent use of our capital and labour force." 
 
He said that one of his priorities as President of FASTS will be to change a 
cultural attitude to science and technology, so that budget allocations in this 

area are recognised as investment rather than expenditure. 
 
Professor Barlow paid tribute to the work of his predecessor, stating "Chris Fell has made a huge 
contribution to public life in Australia. He played an energetic role on the Prime Minister's Science 
Council, and on innumerable committees and reviews across Australia.  Our scientists are deeply 
grateful for his efforts.”  Professor Barlow said the work of successive Presidents of FASTS had built a 
vibrant and energetic organization of 60,000 scientists and technologists.   
 
Professor Barlow's own work is in one of the hot areas of science.  He investigates the potential impacts 
of climate change on agricultural crops, particularly in Australia's important viticulture sector. He spent 
his early years on the Darling River; and graduated from the University of New England with honours in 
Rural Science, and blues in cricket and rugby. 
 
 
3.  FASTS Elections, Annual General Meeting, 16 October 2003 
 
Professor Rob Norris, Dean of Science at Monash University and Associate Professor Judy Mousley of 
the Faculty of Education at Deakin University were elected Vice-Presidents of FASTS.  Associate 
Professor John O'Connor of the University of Newcastle was re-elected to the position of Secretary, and 
Associate Professor John Rice of Flinders University was re-elected as Treasurer. 
 
Dr David Denham, pictured to right, steps down after four years as Vice-
President of FASTS, but remains on the Policy Committee. Chris Fell paid 
tribute to David’s very substantial service to FASTS, noting that as a resident of 
Canberra, David was very frequently called upon to speak to the media on 
behalf of Australian scientists, which he did extremely effectively.  
 
 
4.  Executive Director Retires 
 
Mr Toss Gascoigne has announced his departure from FASTS, after more than nine years at the helm of 
Australia’s premier scientific body. New FASTS President Professor Snow Barlow has been on the 
Executive Committee for a high proportion of this period, including five years as Treasurer, and paid 
tribute to Toss Gascoigne's work, saying that FASTS had come a long way during his time as Director.  
 
"FASTS now has an established position as the peak council representing working scientists and 
technologists in Australia," he said. "We have helped build up an important dialogue on science policy, 
which in the long run will have significant benefits for Australia. It is no coincidence that Backing 
Australia's Ability, the largest funding package for science in Australian history, was announced in this 
period."  
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Professor Barlow nominated a number of highlights for FASTS over the last nine years: 
 

• The “Science meets Parliament” Day event  
• FASTS' membership of the Prime Minister's Science Council 
• Strong national representation of the views of working scientists 
• The publication of a comprehensive science policy document 
• A near-doubling of membership 
• FASTS “occasional paper” series, highlighting areas such as the commercialisation of research 
• Establishing better links with other science-based groups. 

 
 "Toss Gascoigne has played an important part in all these 
successes, working with the strong group of honorary 
members of our Board and Executive," Professor Barlow said. 
Toss Gascoigne (centre of photograph at right) is to take up a 
position as inaugural director of CHASS, the Council for the 
Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences.  CHASS is being 
established to serve as a peak council representing the 
interests of this sector. 
 
 
5. SmP in the Newspapers 
 
The Canberra Times (Wednesday15 October) carried an extensive review of the SmP debate between 
Peter McGauran and Kim Carr. The same issue described the intriguing research work of SmP scientist 
Dr Brian Fry of the Australian Venom Research Unit in tracing the origins of snake venom back to 60 
million years ago, and in applying snake venoms to medical research. The Australian newspaper of the 
same date carried a story on SmP 2003, which highlighted the participation of young scientists. On 
Thursday 16 October, the Canberra Times published a review of SmP 2003 by PhD researcher Megan 
O’Mara of ANU’s Department of Theoretical Physics. Megan described the briefing sessions and her two 
parliamentary meetings with Senator Ursula Stephens and Senator Natasha Stott-Despoja. Following 
these SmP discussions, Megan concluded, “The most important thing I discovered is that we are all on 
the same side – we’re all interested in giving Australia the best possible future”. 
 
 
6.  FASTS Policy Highlight: School Science and Mathematics Education 
 
With the recent release of the report on science teaching and teacher education by Professor Kwong 
Lee Dow's Committee  (Australia’s Teachers: Australia’s Future – Advancing Innovation, Science, 
Technology and Mathematics, see  www.dest.gov.au/schools/teachingreview/default.htm) there is grave 
concern that the number of qualified science and mathematics teachers will reach unsustainably low 
levels.  FASTS therefore recommends that the following policy from the Federation’s 2002 Policy 
Document be adopted:  

“Teachers with a science degree incur a higher HECS debt and thus have a lower take home pay than 
their peers in other disciplines.  This is a strong disincentive for prospective teachers to undertake 
science and mathematics degrees.  

Policy 9.2  HECS liabilities for teachers should be at the lowest rate irrespective of discipline.  

Strategy 9.2.1  FASTS will seek HECS equalisation to remove the higher debt burden for teachers in 
science and mathematics."  

Reference:  www.fasts.org/Fsite/Policy/FASTS_Policy_2002_Final.pdf. 
 
 
 
DISCLAIMER: The Federation of Australian Scientific and Technological Societies (FASTS) has taken 
all reasonable precautions and made all reasonable efforts to ensure the accuracy of material 
contained in this document. However, FASTS makes no warranties, express or implied, with respect 
to any material published in Science News. 

http://www.dest.gov.au/schools/teachingreview/default.htm
http://www.fasts.org/Fsite/Policy/FASTS_Policy_2002_Final.pdf
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